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wood Imported Cigars, Inc., with Manufacturers 
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Report of: FRANCIS J, O'BRIEN Office: New York, New York 
Date: 2/21/62 an ee f. 
; Field Office File No.: 100-9085 Bureau File No.: 61-7952 
Ge | Ze . | 
@ Title: ROBERT C. -WOOD . ute, 
Ne 
Character: SECURITY MATTER - C; 
ENTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA; . 
RSCISTRATION ACT. - CUBA ; 
Synopsis: NY T-1 advised that balance in account of R. C. fc ‘ 
ou 


Eanover Trust Co., a3 of 12/29/61, was $+,137.%. 
XY T-l also stated that checks drawn on this 
sccount were for the payment of salaries-and 

mormal business expenses. LEONA?D PICKARD, CPA, / 
advised that during auditing of tecks of RCBERT 

C. WOOD he has rever observed any funds coming 

to WOOD from the National Banx of Cuba or froea 
S=oresa Cubana de Exportaciones of Havana, Cuba. 
CHARLES ASHMANN, attorney, Miami, Florida, advised 
that Harris Advertising Agency has been successful 
in the initial phase of its suit against the 

Czban Government as a favorable Gecision was handed 
down in Dade County Court relative to the seizure 
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of Cuban tobacco destined for R.C.W. Supervisor, 

Inc. ASHMANN stated that preeeeds of the sale of 
the solsed tobacco ancunted to $205,000.00 and 
Satisfied the debts of the Cuban Government to a 
Harris Advertising Agency. <A news item appearing 

in the Mlami-published Cuban paper “£1 Mundo" on 


1/14/82, related that Expresa Cubana de Exportactones 


was dissolved on 12/31/61 on tha xsesolution passed ty 
“tne Cuban Foreign Commerce Minister, STANLEY M, - 
ZWAIX, attorney, 165 Brcadway, NYC, advised his law 
firm represents Three Stara Trading Company which 


'.18, suing the Government of Cuba for breach’ contract. 


2WAIK stated that papera have been filed in -NY 


.-State Supromo Gourt to attempt to attach monies. 
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collected in the U.S. by ROBERT C. WOOD of R.C.W. 
Supesviser, Ine. Results of examination of ROBER? 
G, WOOD by Attorney EDWARD J, ENNIS and affidavit 
of Attorney ENNIS filed in NY State Supreme Court 
set forth. ADOLFO AURIEZMA, Sr. advised on 2/8/62 
that WOOD and his firms had to vacate premises on 
or before 5/31/62. AURIE“A stated that he believed 
WOOD was presently in Havana, Cuba, but was not 
absolutely positive, Attorney MONROE P, BLOCH, NYC, 
advised that there were no new developments in U.S. 
District Court to obtain an injunction against WOOD 
and his firms, NY T-3 advised on 2/8/62 that WOOD 
jeft his residence about a week or ten days wo, 
previously and had not yet returned, 
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Wi T-1 advizsed on January 3, 1962, that the balance 
in the account of R, C. Wood Deported Cigars, Incorporated, as 
of December 1, 1951, was $7,482.32. The balance in the account 
as of December 29, 191 was $4,137.96, _ . 


’ 


NY T-] advised that during the month of December, 194, 


there were 22 deposits made to this account and the checks 
drawn oh this ccount were for the payment of salaries of the 
employees and for the payment of l&gitimate business expenses. 


s M¥ T-1 also advised that this account reflected 
that R.C, Wood Imported Cigars, Incorporated, pays $421.89 © 
for rent .and electricity to Ad aurtema Incorporated, 85 Broad. 


Street, New York City. ' ia 


NY Y-1 advised that check number 10502 dated 
December 8, 1561, was paid to ARCHIBALD BHOMSEN and this cheok 
was in the amcunt o2 $10,000.00, The account also reflected 
that for the month of November, 1961, a check. dated December 14, 
1961, was sent to Pickard and Friedman for accounting fees for 


‘the month of November, 1961. Ny T-1 3atated that this cheok was 


endorsed for deposit by LEONARD PICKARD, ; 


NY T-1 advised that the records from which the — 
above information was taken are no longer available/ i 


Information furnished by NY T=1 should not be made 


public except in the usual proceedings following the issuance 
of a subpocna duoes teoun, % 


sae Wi Tel cdvised that in the event that any of the 
information from this account is desired a subpoena should be 
directed to RICHARD MC CARTHY, Vice President, Manufacturers 
Hanover Trust Company, New York City. : 


Seg eT Yanuracturers Eanover Trust Co 
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LECHARD PICKARD, CPA,/ Pickard and Frietran, 
5 West ond Street, New York Clty, advised cn Jazasy B, 
“1962, that ho haw ‘bean thé |accountant for R.C,_ “oa 
iaported Cigars Incorporated and R. C. Ws Supervisor, : ae #2 
Incorporated for tpproximately one year, PICZAPD eceted 
that he had” previously done accounting work for 2OZEX 
‘y,C. WOOD before WOGD wont into partneruhip with ADoL7o _ 
/-AURIEFA, “PACKARD stated that whon AURIEMA and WOCD formed 
& Pertnership, AURKIEMA supplied the finances, aria hence, 


Coired his own accountant. - 


pirtaw a PICKARD advinod that in Going tha accoussing 


work for the two firms owned’ by ROBERT C, WOOD of &5 
he has at no time otserved 


J ' any funds coming to WOOD from Havana, Cuba, eitner from 
: the Hational Bank of Cuba or from Enpreaa Cubana Le Fr 
Evportaciones. ; od ¢ 
PICKARD advised that in the beginning of 1941, 
when ROBERT C. WOOD started his companivs, the firés:cing , 
was. furnished by the Commerical Trading Company of Hew i of 
York City. PICKARD stated that in approximately t:s middle £ 
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of 1961, the financing for WOOD began to come from Banque 

Intra of Geneva, Switzerland. PICKARD advised that aly — 
“flniiieiLag-for the operations of WOOD are now handled by 

Pangue Intra. sf 
PICKARD furthor stated that he had never geon oes 
any contract o!nyod by ROBERT C, WOOD ond the Cuban wet Si 
Government. PICKARD stated that tho only information he r 
had relative to this matter was what WOOD had told him, : | 


PICKARD atated that he, WOOD, was the sole importer of = 
Cuban tobacco and tobacco leaf to the United States, 
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i! T-2 adytee4 on January 9, 1962, that 
PORBERT C, HOOD oF BIW &s.rervisor, Inceorvoruted, 85 
Eroud Street, New Yorn City, continues to laintain an 
- BCCcount eb the Trade bane end Trust Company, 8 West 
Keth Strect, -Nea Yor: ity. NY T-2 advised that the 
activity in this -accourt reflects normal busineas 
Operations and ce of decrsery 3, 1962, the balance in SAgais 
thea acesurnt of RCA Supervisor, Incorporated, waa 
$3,011.00, : 


bY T-2 advized on January 9, 1962, that he 
has not seen any depesit2 in the Rc Supervisor account 7 
reflecting that money «za received from the Cuban 
Governzernt. NY T-2 e4viced that deposits in this 
account refiect that Eznque Intra, S.A. of Geneva, 
Switzerland is acting 28 the factoring agent for the 
RCW Supervieor, Incorporated, NY T-2 advised that 
letters of credit are sBzuCed by Banque Intra to Empresa 
Cubana de 2zportactores 2zalnat documents for delivery. 


of tobacco and tobacco leaf to the United Btatos, is 


NY T-2 advised that the records from which 
the above inforretion #22 taken are no longer avallable. 


NL T-2 states that the foregoing information f- 


should not te made public except in the usual proceedings 
“following tne lesuance of 4 eubpoena ducea tecum and that ., 
tnis subpoena ehould te igeved to MAXWELL HAUSER, Me tone 
President, Trade Bank 2n4 Trust Company, New York City. ] / 
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On 1/9/62 at Hew Yors City File # NY“100-9086 
by SA FRANCIS J. O'BRIZY: mee Date dictated 1/11/62 es os 


This docurest contains Leicher recommendations nor conclusions 
orf the PEI. It is the property of the PEI aad 1a loaned to 
Jour agency; it and ite certents are not to be Latributed 
outside your egency, : f 


. . Oh 


i 
H 
' 
{ 


14-00000 


EIS Pee CATES ree GRECO, (Pe IO (eet Pera ! 


on ee 25 


oa & ee wg. © 


2 


NY 100-9086 


a 


“ f 


ome ne Me 


e 4 bak 
anaes 
~—— 


3 DQ oe al 


2 eg pee (Ger 


x 


nae ee 
De tee eee ee 


Mrs. AMALIE HUERTA, Secrctary to. ADOLFO AURIEMA, SR, ee 
- Ad Aurtera, Inc., €5 Broad Street, New York Clty, Udvined on 
“January 9, 1962, that Mr, Auriema, Sr., wa3 currently on a___, 


a GM: 
ony pe : 
in Miand, Morida, “Lh. 


on December 29, 1461, réletive to the hearing which was held ; / 


South Americen_buairesa trip, 
AURIENA, &R,, testified in Dade County Court 


in Miami-concerning the seizure of a shipment of tebacco 


walch wad destined to ROPERT C, WOOD. Mra. t 
this shipment of Cuban tobacco way seized by 


* “Baymont for.moneyoved Harrie Advertising by 


of Prime Minister CASTRO. 


a short. conversation with Mr. AURIEMA vefore 


America, and during the convorsation Mv. AURIEMA stated that 


the Harcin Advertising Agency of Miari, Florida, ir, partial 


Moa. HUERTA etated that ADOLFO: 


wha | 
MERTA utated that 


court order by pods: 


the Cuban Government 


Mro. HJ2RTA advised on January 9, 1962, that ohe had 


he went to South . 


it eppearcd that the Harriy Advertising Agency would be ; 
succeuuful in thelr nelzure of the Cuban tobacco, vhich was 


destined for ROBERT C. WOOD. 


AURIEMA told Mes. HUERTA that 


the tobacco felzure by the Harris Advertising Agency had 


already been sold at auction and brought a price of $205,000.00. 


Mr. CHARLES ASHMANN, partner in the 
Bartel and Ashmann, 1527 Dupont Building, Miu 
telephonically advised on January 30, 1962, t 
Advertising Avency of Miami, Florida, whom hi 
hay been successful in the initial phase of 
against the Cuban Governnent, as they receiva 
ruling in Dado County Court regarding the sal 
which were seized in Tampa, Florida. ASHMANN 
tobacco seized in Tampa, Florida, was desaigna 
Supervisor, Inc., which was headed by ROBERT 


with the Harris Advertioing Agency, 


- 8 - 


law firm of Guilmartin, / 
mi, Florida, 
hat the Harris 

3 firm fepresents,, 

thelr suit / 

da favorable 

ec of tobaccos 

stated that the 

ted to R, Cc. W, 

C. WOOD. 


ASHMAN stated that the proceeds of the nale of 
the tobacco brought a total of $20 5009.09, which together with 
other seizures made by the Harria Advertising Agency has 
completely satiefied the debts incurred by the Cuban Government 
ASHMANN further advised 
“on January 30, 1962, that ROBERT C. WOOD had brought suit 
in Dade County District Court to prevent Harris Advertising . 
Agency from receiving the proceeds realized from the saleéf 
the seized tobacco designated to R, C, W. Supervisor:, Ine. 
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ASHMAN aleo stated on January 30, 1962, that he 
had heard that there wee another Bult bteing brought against . 
ROBERT C, WOOD in liew York State Suprene Court by the 
Three Starm.Troding Company, which 12 rerreaented by Attorney a 
EDWARD J, EMIS of tiew York City. ASUMANN stated that he did ‘ 
-not lmow the détails of thio suit, but had been inforned that 
allegedly the accounts of WOOD in various Now York banks were 
to be garnished. 
alco stated on January 30, 1962, that the final 
a ve decided in Dade . 
1962. : . ° 


“ASIAN 
phase of their care concerning WoOD woul 
County District court on February 26 or February 28, 


. MONROE PERCY BLOCH, Attornay, Brush and Bloch, 4 
William Street, Now York City, by lester dated January 39, . 
1962, furnished @ thevno-fax copy of an artiole which appeared 
an the Cuban newapeper, "El Mundo", which ia publighed in MLaml, 
Florida. This news clipping is dated Sunday, January 14, 1962 
and 16 captioned “Mincex Creates 12 New Agencies", 


Toais nevo article stated that.by resolutions passed _ 
oo 


by the Foreign Commerce Miniater, Comandante ALBERTO MORA, t 
twelve commercial agencies were created to handle the functions : 
formerly nandled by Hzpreoa Cubana a2 Exportaciones and Empresa 
deo Importaciones (Cuben export agency and Cuban import avency). 
This nevis article Stated that the Cuban export and Cuban import. 
agencies were abolished on December 31, 1961. / 


The news article stated that cne of the twelve new 
agencies created by Comandante ALBERTO MORA was Cubatabeco.- 
This agency is to handle all operations relating to leaf 
tobacco and cut tobacco, clgars and cigarettes. 


The records of the: New York State Supreme Court, 


“~ County Clerks Office, 60 Centre Street, New York city, 
‘reflects under index number 18825 of 1961 that the Three 
Stars Trading, Company was represented by EDWARD J. ENNIS, 
Attorney, 165 Broadway, New York City. i 


The records of the New York State Supreme Court and 
the papers which have been filed by EDWARD J. ENNIS reflect 
that the Three Stars Trading Company is located in Miaml, Florida, 
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and 1a owned by BEN WILLNER of Plovida and ANGELINA ARIZAS 
or New York, ‘ 


In papers filed. with the New york State Suprens3 
Court, the Three Stars Tradi:ngs Comoany otated that a vrtcten -. 
contrect had been signed on June 25, 1960, with the Covernment 
of Cuba guaranteolag that two million pounds of frozen shrimp 
or a minimum ol one millicn pounds of frozen ehrime would ; 


- be.shipped annually to the Untted States fron Camaguey, Cuka, 


Injfapers. filed with New Yori State Supreme Court the Three. 


.€tars Trading Corporation charged that the Republic of Cuba 


breached ita contract by felluse and refusal po. malice any 
shipment of shrimp Wncer the contract, The defsnaant, Three 
Stars Trading Company, 48 -- suing ‘the Republic of Cuba for 
breach of contrast and.damages in the amount of $500,000.00. 
The ccrplaint woo filéd in New Yerk Stata Supreme Court on 
January 17, 1960. Tho summons wes served by publication in 
the "New York Law Journal" and "Morning Telegraph", 


STANLEY M. ZWAIK, Attorney, 165 Broadway, New York 
City, advised on February 5, 1962, that he 13 a partner with 
EDWARD J. ENNIS, who currently 4s out of tcewn on business, 
ZWALK stated that they had been retained to represent the - 
Taree Stars Trading Company in its suit égainst the Republic 
of Cuba for breach of contract relative to shipment of frozen 
Shrimp to the Unted States, / : 


- _ ZWAIK stated they had made inquiries about money 
held in United States banks by the Republic of Cuba, but were 
unsuccessful and learned that the Republic of Cuba no longer 
maintains accounts in United States banks. ZWAIK stated that 
they havs now decided to attempt to attadi the monies collected 
ty ROBERT C, WOOD of R. C. W. Surervisor, Inc., 85 Broad Street, 
New york City, who 1s the sole importer of Cuban tobacco in ’ 
the United States. ZWAIK stated that they are goins on the 
assumption that the tobacco, which WOOD ia distributing in the 
United States is actually the Property of the Cuban Government 
&S WOOD receives a five per cent commission fron the sale of 
all tobacco in the United States. ZWAIK advised that they 
believe that the money received by WOOD for ithe sale cf Cuban 
tobacco belongs to the Cuban Government, and they hope to have 
a favorable decision handed-dow in this matter by the New 


t 


“York State Suprema Court. 
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ZuAT advised that pursuant to a court order of 
the Hemoradle SAMUEL H. KOFSTADSSR, dated Janzary 10, 1962, - 
ROBERT U, CCD wau enamined by EDWARD J. ENNIS, Dusting the 
course of the examination, WOOD weg represented by KENRY 
WINESTINE of tne law firm of Rabinowitz and Boudin.” | ~~ 


) Durirg the examination of ROBERT C, WOOD, 1t was 
ascertained that sOOD resides at 274 West 19th Street, New 


. York City, and. tnat his two corporations, R, C. W. Supervisor, 
Inc., and R.-C. Wood Irported Cigars, Inc. are located at - . in 3 


: 85 Broad Street, li2w York City. 
j Warranta of Attachment were served on WOOD's corporations ae 
on December 29, 1961. : ar 


Durirg the examination by Attorney ENNIS, WOOD 
: Btated that he ztarted in the cigar busineso in 1950 under 
the name of Cispert Pinar del Rilo Cigar Agency, Inc. In 
1953 this corporation ‘became known as AURIEMA-WOOD Imported 
Cigars, Inc., untt1 1t was disolved on December 31, 1960. On 
January 1, 1551, ViCOD's corporation them becane know as 
R. C, Wood imported Cigars, Inc. TS de . y nl 
4 F 


Corcerning the discussicna with individuals in ao 
Havana, WOOD etated that he was intereeted in re-establishing 
the Cuban cigar market in.the United States, as no“Cubev 
cigars had been imported into the United States from Cubaa 
from December, 1360, to May, 1961.. WOOD held discussions in 
Havana regarding this matter with HECTOR VILLALCN, an Argentinian, 
and with SANTIAGO RIERA, who was in charge of Consolidado del . i 
Tabaco Torido, During examination by ENNIS, WOOD stated that 
he did not zw whether or not RIERA was part of. the Cuban 
Government or “nether or not Consolidado was part of the 


Cuban Goverment. . ; 
: { 


Ms On February 22, 1961, after many discussion3 in 
Havana, WOCD signed a contract with the Bank of Foreign 
: Commerce, and he stated that this contract was signed inthe 
7 office of SANTIA39 RIERA, and that his office was the office 
of Consolidado Gel Tabaco Torido, which 1s located in a new 
’ building in Flez2 Civica, Havana, Cuba. WOOD stated that he 4 
did not know wnether this was a government building or not. ; 
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Durirg the examination of WOOD it was also pointed © 
cut that in pavagoaph eix of WOOD's contract of February 22, 
a 1S51, AL.C, ood Unported Cigars, Inc. 18 called "Supervisor", 
; and % is note’ that orders for cigars from Cubs rust be sent. 
y by the Supervisor to the Bank for Exterior Commerce of Cuba, one 
! ‘and that necezzery letters of credit would run in favor of 
- » “pmpresa Cubana de Exportaciones". ae 


{ . A 
he 8 YOOD eleo stated during his examination by ENNIS. - ; 
that he had beer given pover of attorney to settle disputes 
with other Amirican importers for bad ohipmenta and other _ ! 
legitimate ¢claiz3 against Cuban clgara factories. WOOD claimed . 
that: the cigar fectortishad this power in February, 1961, to 
; ' delegate power of attorney to him, and he &lso stated that the i : 
| “tobaceo factorscin Cuba today function a3 they did in the past : ' 
fe nd are under a trusteeship. WOOD also clelmed that the : 
interventor or edzinietrator of the tobacco factormahas the ; 
factories. WOOD said he did not imow ~~ : 


pewer of attortey for the 
was a gcvernment official or not. WOOD 


if the interventor 
also claimed that he did not. know who put the interventor in we ee 
charge of the vzerious tobacco factorneswhich had been intervened ie ' 


by the Cuban Government. 


WOOD 2120 stated during his examination by ENNIS ; : 
that he receiyei nis power.of attorney from eight of nine ; : ; 
i factorkesand that tais power of attorney wao eigned by fos re Pie 4 
i the interventor of the particular tobacco factoris.It was also : . 
noted that.4n a letter dated March 27, 1961, WOOD informed } 
| Me. DONALD GP24G, President, Faber, Coe and Gregg, that he, ; 
i WOOD, had been extrusted with power of attorney from ‘ 


"Consolidade d@ 1a Industria Tabaco Habana”, ‘. ; 
had been entrusted to pay 
i States for the saie of ; 
| . Cuban tobaccos which were cue to them prior to the intervention : : 
of Cuban tobacco factorinduring September, 1960. WOOD stated ot 
| that this autnority was given to him orally by the various : 
interventors, aré that payment of commissions j-to individuals : 
in the United States was made through the law’ firm of Rabinowltz re 
and Boudin. i : 


- 12 - 


to WOOD els0 advised that he 
commissions to people in the United 


ee 
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In comnection with the financing of WOOD's operation, 
he ntated curing nis exarination by ENNIS that he received 
financing originally from tia Commercial Trading Cor;7ration, 
140 Broadway, New Yor“ City, and the Royai Bank of Canada, 

; po, . Montrer.l Branch, Montreal, Canada. (ood stated thats due to 

—— the high interest rate, he w4o forced to seek other financing 
and made a trip to. Geneva, Ewitzerland, where he mat A. J. 

_ . BESTAWKOS of Buenco'S. ha» ¥oich 18 a corporation cet up in 

. nn Suitcerland to hendle th: izgortation and sale of Cuban 

oo . vt tobacco in Eurvpe.. WOOD rtzted that HECTOR VILLALON was a - 

L. sa “one quarter partner in Franco. WOOD advised that through 

; : BESTAVROS, who was acquais.te1 with the Banque Intra 3; A., 

they were able to obtain financing. WOOD claimed that they did 
not heve to put up any colleteval with Bsaaque Intra and letters 
of credit were initiated on the solvency and integrity of 

zonal guarantee of WOOD a4 BESTAWROS, 


WOOD's firms and on tha yer 
plus the guarantee of a evntract between Enencoand R. C. W. 
Supervicor, Ino. WOOD stated that Bnenco is now a fifty per 


cent partner in R. C. W. Gapervisor, Ino. 


a OVATK stated thet Mr. ENNIS was not saticfied with 
all the answers given by WOOD, and the examination of WOOD was 

terminated with the understanding that he maybe re-examined 

at a future cate agreeadle to both parties. 


, ; _ STANLEY M, ZWAT%-on February 5, 1962, furwished a 
po , : copy of tha aciidavit of 2. EDIARD J, ENNIS which wae filec 
; in New York State Suprené overt, New York County, on 

January 17, 1952. The affidavit of Mr. EDWARD J, ENNIS reads 


ay follows: 


. “WgUPREMR COURT OP THZ STATE OF NEW YORK ‘ 
- 2, MGOUNTY OF NEW YORK . 


‘ 


\ . a - - won ewene awwnewnX 


“Li “QHREB STARS TRADING COMPANY: a 
Doe. . : [Index No. 18825-1961 
: Plaintiff 
; i vB. APFIDAVIT 
‘ "REPUBLIC OF CUBA 3 
: ; Defendant 
wo . we weccmwan ceca smn www seen cosanconanensees 
- 13 -=> 
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"STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
“COUNTY OF NEW YORK ) 
“EDWARD J. ENNIS, being duly sworn, deposes and oays:”: 
"2, Zam plaintiff's Attorney in this action and make 
this affidavit in support of an application for an order 
directing the service of the sunmcns upon the defendant by 
publication pursuant to and in compliance with C,P.A. 


252-a and 232-b. : ‘ 


"2. Nature of this action. - A copy of the summons here- 
in dated and issued November 3, 1961. and of the complaint 
a 


verified January 16, 1962 in a cauge of action to recover 
sun of money only against the defendant 1s annexed hereto and 


“marked Exhibits A. and B, This 18 an action yal a written 


contract between the plaintiff and the defendant to recover 
damages for defendant's failuro and refusal to ane. to 
plaintiff at least 1,000,000 pounds of moze shrimp anmally 


as required by ‘the written contract. 


"3. Defendant foreign corporation, - Defendant 18 a 


foreign state and the government thereof and as such a 


foreign public corporation conatituted and existing under the 


laws of the Republio of Cuba. ‘The affiant has ascertained by 


diligent inquiry that defendant, upon the termination of 
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"4tplomatio relations between the defenéant and the Government? 


of the United States on January 3, 1961 and prior to the 


commencezent of this action, remved its diplomatic and 


consular officials and other repovsentatives from the united 


States and closed its former Consulate at 65 Madison 


Avenue, New York, N. ¥. After eiligent effort by affiant in 


socking and failing to find a repreeentative of defendant to 
serve in Now York plaintiff has Seen unable to find, and will 


be unable to find, any representative of the defendant in 


the State of New York upon whom tha summons could be served 


since the commencement of this action. 


. "a, Levy of warrant of attachment. 
1961 the Sheriff of tho City of New York levied tho attach- 


- On December 27, 


‘ment by serving certified copies eof the second warrant of 


attachment in this action dated December 22, 1961 on R. C. 


Wood Imported Cigars, Ino. and 2. Cc. Ww. Bupervisor, Inc., 


: 4 
fis, at their place of tuiziness, 85 Broad 


New York sorgorat: pla 
Street, New York, N.Y, On Jomazry 4, 1962 the said two 
GC, .Wood certified to the 


But 


corporations by their President 5. 


Sheriff that they had ‘no property’ of the Gefendant. 


by order of this Court dated Jasusry 10, 2952 the said two 


corporations were ordered to appear to be examined by their 
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( 
"President under oath concerning any property of the de- 
fendant in their poseession or any "dette owed by them to 
tho defendant!, e 
"5. Debts of Defendant in New Yor“, = The examination 


ot the two corporations by R, C, Wood on January 16, -1962 


@iscloses that at least one of the tio corporations, R. Cc. W. 


“~ — Supervisor, Inc., 1s the debtor of the éefendant for the 
| : _ price and procecdsa of Cuban cigars exported by defendant 
from Cuba to the tered States for sale sere and the proceeds 


of which have not yet baer paid to the defendant, On his 


ya 
examination Mr. Wood produced a copy of the contract dated y 
a z 


__Pebruary 22, 1961, amended September 25, 1361 which recites’ 

that the Minister.of Foreign Commerce of Géba created 

Empresa Cubana Exportactoncs to oarry out the contract with 
} : R.C.W, Supervisor, Inc. ‘he Government of Cuba, by 
‘intervention! has taken over and nationalized the business 
of manufacture and exportation of cigars formerly conducted 
oy private business concerns, The contract provides that 
R.C.W. Supervicor, Inc. 16 ‘designated ‘Te Supervisor! of the 
Gistribution and sale of all brands de Havena cigars in the 


United States, The Supervisor will receive for its compensa- 
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"tion 5% of the Invoice value of cigars ordered directly dy 
The Supervisor and a 2% commission on the invoice value of 
cigars not ordered through The Sugervisor, ‘Te contract 
further provides that Tho Supervisor will open a letter of 
| credit and will affect payment by draft date’ 59 days. Mr. 
Wood testified that Banque Intra, ‘3 Sides bar%, provided a 
an letter of credit under which 1t assess to pay Espresa for 
, cigars shipped 60 days efter the Uste of the billo of lading. 
t For this porvice R.C.W. Supervisor, Inc. gave Zangue Intra 
: 
' trade ecceptance payable ‘in 55 days and deposited with Trade 
Bonk and Trust Company, & ticot 38th Street, New York, N.Y. 9)” : 
F 5 ¢ 4 
to be paid when due to Banque Intza'ts New Yorx correspondent F3 
bank for Banque Intra's account. Mr. Wood testified that on 4 
é i December 29, 1961 when the second warrant of attachment was 3 
| ag 
served on.R,C,W, Supervisor, Inc. and at the present time i 
| ee 
; there 19 unpaid for cigars shipped to 1t from Cuba over 4 
5; $100,000 and that there are’ trade acceptances of R.C.W. : i 
: ‘Supervisor, Inc. in the possession of Trade Barr and Trust : : ‘ 
| i Company for this unpaid amount, Mx, ‘Wood algo testified that L 
; R.C,W. Supervisor, Inc. did not psy its! trade acceptances € 
: ‘ £° 
when due on a shipment of cigars seized in Tazya, Florida by 3 
: z 
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"a creditor of the Republic of Cuba ard sold at auction as. 


property of the Repuvlic of Cuba becauss in the absence of 


cigars and the proceeds therefrom R.C.W. Supervicor, Inc. ’- 


did not have the aunds to honor shese trade acceptances. 
“fork. =. 


"6. Levy. on dgbts and causes “or action in New 


C.P.A. 916, EY) emonded and - extenéed, expressly eubjects to 


attachment any debt or cause of action artsing out of con- 
tract due to defendant fron any person or corporation upon 
vhom service may be made in Naw York County and for which 
debt or cause of action thé defendant could sue in New York. 
The statute expressly provides that the levy yhich has been 
made by the Sheriff on this case, constitutes a seleure of 
all of the rights ‘of the defendant in the hy al causes 


of action due to the defendant. Adxittedly, by the teatimony 


of its President, R. C, Wood, R.C.W, sss ahaa Inc. has 
received shipments of cigars from the aie csathiag “tor ‘hich the 
defendant hae not yet been paid and for vaich over $100,000 
4s due. R c.M, Supervisor, Inc. canmsot take the position as 
purchaser that 1t does not owe the seller for the cigars 
simply because 1t has secured the payments cue by arranging - 
for a Sviaa Bank outside New York and not eubject to attach- 


ment to issue a 60 day letter of credit for the purchase 
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Srica to the defendant in exchange for R.C.W. Supervisor, ee 
Inc's agreenent to provide the bank with 55 day trade 
acceptances due five days prior to the time the bank is re-"- 
Ok, quired to honor its letter of credit to the-defendsnt. The 
: Yaw of New York is clear that the iJesuance of the ietter. of 
. i  gredit does not affect the purchaser's contractual | obligations | 


to pay the seller, and a contract entirely separate from the 


buyer's obligation to poy the seller. The ‘issuance of such 


ietter of credit was obviously not a payment of (the buyer's) 


debt to (seiler) but merely ‘provided @ means by which the 


a 
ere: latter could ‘obtain payment wea Bank of U of tnited States v. 


Seltzer 333, A.D, 225, 251 -NY. ‘Ss. 63 , 644 (1st Dept); cf. 


ASOUTY Park and Ocean Grove Bante v. Naticnal city Bank 35 
he 4 N.Y.S.2a 965 (Shientag, t.). If the bank fails to honor the 


letter of oredit the buyer remains liable for ae. price of 
"the goods received from the seller. Therefore a “det from 
R.C.W. Supervisor, Inc. to defendant in aesae oe $100,000 
presently exists and has been attachea and seized by the 
levy. If R.C.W. Supervisor, Ino. wishes to contend that. it 
does not owe Cuba for the cigars because de the. outstanding. 


action or affidavit under C.P.A. $924 for a determination 


that there is not debt to Cuba subject to attachment. 


{ 
' 
( : letter of credit it has ats remedy by application in the 


vw war 
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\ 
“ "Under the terms of tae aforesaid written agreement of 
February 22, 1961 with. Empress the governmental agency of 


prices with 4 provision that the Supe 


Anvoices from Bupresa to. R. c.W. Supervisor, Inc. 


4s not now necessary, however, 


the Republic of Guba established by the Ministry of Foreign 


Commerce to hardle Cuban exports (reported in the Official 


Gazette of the Republic: of Cuba, p.8894, Narch 3, 1961), 
Inc. 4s appointed as ‘The Supervisor! of the 
le. of all brands of Havana cigars in the 


R.C.W, Supervisor, 


distribution and sa 
United States for fixed conmissions of 5% and 2% of invoice 
rvisor cannot Anvoice 


the distributors at 4 higher price than that provided in the 


Vader the 


terms of this contract it may eventually be determined that. 


R.C.W. Supervisor, Inc. is not @ purchaser of the cigars, 
but merely the agent of 


that the funds in its hands receive 


the defendant Republic of Cuba 30 
d from distributors are 


{the property of the Republic of Cuba and not merely a debt 


owed by R.C,W. Supervisor, Inc. to the Republic of Cuba. It 


to resolve this legal question 


because it is aifficient.for purposes of attachment 4f thers 


4s a debt or cause of action due to Cuba from R.C, YW. Super- 


’ 


visor, Inc. 
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"T, No prior application has been made for this relief. 
WNEREPORE, plaintiff prays that the order for service 


of the suwumona by publication issue. - 


" /3f EDWARD .J. ENNIS } 
"Sworn to before me this oe 
17th day of January, 1962. 


a 


je ‘ 


NY T-1 on February 8, 162, advised that a -peview-of 
the account maintained by. ROBERT C, wooD at the Manufacturers © 
Hanover Trust Company, 60 Broadway, New York City, failed to 
reflect any significant information during the month of January, 


1962, and the first days of February, 1962. 


NY 4-1 advised that he had’ examined deposits made to 
thio account, and the deposits fall into two categories: 


1. Money received from factors; 
2, Money received from cigar distributors for 
deliveries of cigars by ROBERTS, WOOD. 


CARL GROSSMAN, Commercial Trading Corporation, 1440 
Broadway, New York City, advised on February 8, 1962, that his 
association with R. C. W, Supervisor, Inc. and ROBERT C, WwooD 
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continucs es Lt hap in the pass. GROSSNAEN stated that period- 
Leally they will edvance moncy to WOOD against goods receivable, 
GROSSMAN gtaced that WOO) seeks an advancenent from Commercial 
Trading in order to meet his normal businecs expenses to pay 
customs duties on cigars aud also-to maintain his svock. 


LEONAMD PICKARD, Certified Public Accountant, Pickard 

Fricéman, 55 viczt Gand Strect, New York City, advised.on | 

February 8, 1992, taat his relationchip with Mr. ROGENT C. 

WOOD remains the same and he continucs to do accounting: work 

for WOOD und voCu's corporations. PICKARD stated that he 
; did not know what effect the recent. United States Government 
ae ; _ decision reparding- prohibiting the 4Impoiation.of Cuban cigars. 
. "+ W421 60 to his. association with WOOD. 


ADOLFO ‘AURIEMA, SR., Ad Aurlema, Ino., 85. Broad 
- Street, New Yoriz Clty, on February 8, 1962, ‘advised that he had 
tostified in Miaml, Fiorida, on Lecember 29, 1561, relative to ~~ 
‘his assoctation with WOOD. AURIEMA advised that.the hearing 
in Miami vas relztive ‘to the recent seizure of tobacco by the 
Harria Advertiring Agency 1n order to sottle an accowt which 
yas oved Harris by the Cuban Government. : 


AURIEMA advised that on February 8, 1962;-ho wrote 
a letter to WOCD advising that VooD would have to vacate -——— 
premises which he now occupies at 85 Broad Street by May 31, 
: 1962, AUIGEMA stated that in original lease signed with WOOD, 
' a 4t was agreed that-on May 31; 1962, WOOD would vacate the. 

premises ad there premises were rented by AURIEMA and AURTEMA 

ceded tnem for expansion of his owm business, AURIEMA stated 
eS So thet his letter of February 3, 1962, was answered on February 9, 


1052, and it was etated that R. C. Wood Imported Cigars’ would : nee 


move to another location by May 31, 1962. 

: “"_ aURTRMA adyteed that the letter from WOOD!s office 

; es dated February 9, 1962, was written by CARLOS DUNN and in the 

= letter 1t waa stated that he was enswering the letter in 
the absence from the City of Mr. WOOD, AURIEMA advised that 


he believed that WOOD waa. now in“Havana, Cuba, ‘but was not 


absolutely pocitive of it. 


. YOURE PERCY BIOCH, 27 Willtam Street, New York City, 
who 18 representing former Cuban clgar monufacturers..in the 
United States District Court relative to the seeking of an 
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tnftietion asainot WOOD and his firma, advised on i 


that there hag been no new developments tnt: 
fLpated heing an contact with United Sta 


RICK VAN PELT BRYAN da the near future. 
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NY T-3 advised on February 8, iSS2, thet ROBERT IC. 
eft his residence at 274 West lSth Street about a 
2 ten daya aco and has not returned &$ yet. NY T-3 
: that he had no knowledse of the present whereabouts! of 
ner did he have any knowledge of WOOD teins in Havana, 
ba; at the prescnt time. : : . 
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Oo Concerning Rabinowits and Boudin, ‘mentioned 
ig ‘previously, the following is noted: : 


a "Martdindale-Mudbell Law Directory", 3ni odition, 
R81, reflects that VICIOR RABINOWITS and LEONARD B. 'BOUDIN are. 
attorneys and formed the firm of Rabinowits si:d Boudin, 25 
Sxoad Street, New York Clty. : 
4 . . \ 
ak - Whe "Datly Worker" on April 6, 1956, pase 2, | 
: < eolum 1, contained. an item dated April 2, 1956 eS Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, which reflected that VICTOR RASINOVITZ was the 
-atterncy who successfilly carried ‘the case of STEVE NELSON 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. ‘The article 
»Stested that NELSON was convicted under the sedition law of 
the State of Pennsylvania and that the United States Supreme 
Court voided this.and two other convictions on March 26, 1956. 


“The Communist Party (CP), USA, has been | 
ecesinnated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 


EO Bae 10450, 7 


he F : The "Daily Worker" was an East coast 
Bees Communist daily newspaper which suspended 
a publication January 13, 1958. 


Lawyers", tho official publication of the New York Chapter 
of the National Lawyers! Guild (NLG), Misted the officers. and 


national executive board members of the NIG. VICTOR 
RASINOWITZ was among those listed, ; 
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The NUG is characterized in the Appencin of thia 
report. 
On Tetruary 12, 1959, IY Tel advised tnsat VICTCR 
RABINOWZTE was a rember of the National Committee of thu 
Energency Caves inberties Conmlittes (ECLC), 
fhe ECLC is oharacterizod in the Appesiix of thio 
report. 
; NY T-5 advised on June 21, 1950, that LEONARD Be 
POUDIY was a consealod member of the CP and actively associated 
with CP fronts Curing. the 1940's. Ss 
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. APPENDIX 
EMSRODNOY CIVIL LIDEOTIES COMMIMEE ae e ‘ 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations ans 
Publications", revised and published es of Janusry 2, 1957, 
prepared and released ty the Ccrsnittee on Un-American : 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, ieshington, : 
D. C., contains the following concerning the Enexgensy Civil yds ES eg 
Liberties Comaittee: . 


fot Wither to, 


"Enargenoy Civil Libortics Committee ; 
"), 'To defend the cases of Comrnist e a 
‘luwbreakers, fronts have been devised ; ee 


making special appeals in veLalft of ; : 
. @dvil libertias and reaching out far ; cy 
» : beyond the confines of tre Cormunist : q 3 
; Party itoolf, Among these organizations eo 
are the * * ® prorgency Civil Liberties : : Mote 

Comnittee, Whon the Corstanist Party far? eset 
) : itself 46 under fire theze fronts offer a - 

: bulwark of protection. ! 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the wee 
‘ ; : Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook , ; : : 
, ie ; for. Amoricans, 8. Doc. 117, Apist 8, : 
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"woathoncl Lawyecs! Guild 
"2, Cited as a Seueuidlet front. 
(Special Comittee O7 UneAmerica 
Activaties, xowce Report Lizi on the 
: . ven ee Letion Coumittec, | 
' March O93, lis, pe LY.) 


"9, Cited aS-a Costsunict front which 'is. 
the fosomost 2652) bulwarie or tha oe ; : 


Cunmanist Perty, its front orsaainzations, 
"atnce . 


and controlled re 28 and wiich : 
4to Sep rACr beg never falled to rally. xt 
to the legal ¢ of the Commaniot mean 
. Party ane Orne members theraos, 
. 2 Sneluding kact7, onaiie agents : 
. (Conmittee On con, fvtivities, 
House Report 2 rational \ 
Lawyers aren 5 
originally Yeles 


7 31, 130, ; : i 
“otbenmbos ve ”1950.) P ats 


ae : "2, (To defend the cates of Comaunist 
‘ ; laubreakers, fronts have been cuvised 
} making specie cppeiis in behalf of civia 
i, 5 7 _ Lbbirtics on rcecningy out rar beyond the 
: s confines of the Communist Party ttoelr. : - 
Lmong these » epsentzutions are the # * # > 
ational Les rcrh? Oulld. when the ‘ 
. _ Communist Pasty itcelf 1a uncer fire ae 
. these offer % oulwark of protection.! in 
a 8 : (Internal Security huheomaittee of the 
; ee Zenate Ju@ictery Comalttee, Hand dbook 
for Americanct, De Dace 117, April 23, 


1956, p. Sie)” ' 
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UNTER STATES DEVART MENT OF JUS 


FREER AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
February 2] , 1962 
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Reference 15 made to the report of Epecial Agent 
O'Prilex.,. Sates ard captsoned as above at New. York. | 


All. course2 (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furreehed reliable information ant the: past. 


oF 


NY T-l ard SY 7-2 ore informants who 


Scents “ile 


are tn a 


position to furnish reiteble information, and NY 7-3 15. an 


informant with whos costect has oscen inuuffietent to determine 
his reliability. re 


Heder 


Tnie docusent contains neither 
recomsme:c2ations nor conclusions 
of the FZI, It is the property 
of tne FEI and is lea:ed to your 
agercy; it and ite contents are 
not. ts. ce Atstributed. outside 
your agency. 


art age 


